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^BOOIf-M^OTICES.-^ 



lAll publicatloiw received, which relate directly or indirectly to the Old Testament, will he promptly 
noticed under this head. Attention will not be confined to new books ; but notices will be given, so far as 
possible, of such old books, in this department of stvdy, as may be of generaX interest to pastms and 
students.] 



EGYPT UNDER THE PHARAOHS. 



Among the most valuable of recent works upon ancient Egypt is that whose 
title we give below.* The author enjoyed during a period of thirty years ex- 
ceptional opportunities for research among the antiquities of that most interesting 
country of which he writes. Connected officially with the government of the then 
Khedive," Ismael Pasha — whence his title of " Bey "—and encouraged and aided in 
his explorations and studies by that prince, who seems to have himself cherished 
an enlightened interest in what relates to the ancient history of the land he ruled, 
Dr. Brugsch, in association with his friend and associate, Marriette- Pasha, prosec- 
uted during the thirty years of his residence in Egypt the researches whose fruits 
are given in these two noble volumes. The work was first published in French, in 
the year 1857, though not by any means in its present complete state. In 1877, it 
appeared in German, the French edition having been entirely re-written, and the 
plan of so much of the whole work as relates to Egypt under the Pharaohs having 
been fully executed. It is from the German that this translation is made. The 
value of the work is much enhanced, in its English form, by the discourse upon 
" The Exodus and the Egyptian Monuments," which is given at the end. In Sep- 
tember, 1874, Dr. Brugsch, as a delegate of the Khedive, attended the meeting of 
the International Congress of Orientalists in London. This discourse was deliv- 
ered on that occasion. The "Additions and Original Notes by the Author," which 
accompany the work as we now have it, also supply matter of great interest and 
value. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to find Dr. Brugsch treating his subject in a spirit 
of entire fairness toward Bible history, so far as that history comes into relation 
with his general theme, as it often does. His interpretations do not always agree 
with long accepted ones: yet the original record is always treated and spoken of 
by him as if recognized fully in its claim to be inspired and infallible. What his 
personal views upon the subject of Scripture inspiration are is not, anywhere, ex- 
pressly indicated. It is in any case to his credit that he respects the convictions 
of those who hold the Christian doctrine in that regard; while lie is so express and 
clear in showing how the monuments confirm the Bible narrative at every point 
where they bear upon each other, that one is led to hope that it is from the Chris- 
tian point of view that all such questions are seen by him. 

The work itself is strictly a history, as it imports to be. One does not find in 
it details upon the ancient language and literature of Egypt as in Osburne, nor 
like details as to the customs, mode of life, agriculture, government and religion 



* A History of Egypt under the Pharaohs Derived entirely from the Monuments. To 
which is added a Discourse on the Exodus of the Israelites. By Dr. Henry Brugsch-Bey. Trans- 
lated and edited from the German by Philip Smith, B. A., author of "The Student's Ancient 
History of the Bast." Second edition, with a new Preface, Additions, and Original Notes by the 
Author. Maps and Illustrations. London: John Murray. 
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of the ancient Egyptians, as in Wilkinson. The reader may, at first, feel a de- 
gree of disappointment on this account. It seems to be in some measure assumed 
that what lies back of the history proper is already known, and it is only in rapid 
allusion that we find mention made of the astonishing achievements of this an- 
cient people, even as far back as the time of Abraham and Moses, in those works 
to which a high degree of civilization is essential ; only in those incidental and 
brief descriptions which help rather than hinder the continuous flow of the nar- 
rative, that we have brought into view the mighty temples, with their pylons and 
walls covered with hieroglyphic inscriptions ; the tombs, and palaces, and great 
cities which even in their ruins make the land of the Nile the world's wonder ; 
the antique literature stored in papyri thousands of years old, or covering pillars, 
and obelisks, and palace walls and gates, and even the entrances and enclosures 
of tombs with painted records whose colors are as brilliant to-day as when first 
laid on. The reader as he follows the narrative in these volumes is supposed to 
have all these things, more or less, in his consciousness. And still as the great 
story proceeds he is often made to realize, in brief and vivid allusions, in what a 
theatre and on what a stage the mighty drama went forward. 

It consists best with the purpose of our magazine, that we occupy ourselves 
principally in this brief review with so much of the contents of these volumes as 
connects the testimonies of the Egyptian monuments with the narrative of He- 
brew history, in the Bible. The Scripture personages named in that connection 
are chiefly three, Abraham, Joseph and Moses, and the event in Hebrew history 
which is most dwelt upon is that of the Exodus. Dr. Brugsch is very express and 
emphatic in -maintaining that all which has yet appeared in researches such as his 
own, confirms the Biblical narrative in every case where the two come into rela- 
tion with one another. In speaking of the Exodus he says : " My discussion is 
based, on the one hand, upon the texts of Scripture, in which I have not to change 
a single iota ; on the other hand, upon the Egyptian monumental inscriptions, ex- 
plained according to the laws of a sound criticism, free from all bias of a fanciful 
character." He finds it necessary to say that for " almost twenty centuries the 
translators and interpreters of Holy Scripture have wrongly understood and ren- 
dered the geographical notices contained in that part of the Biblical text which 
describes the sojourn of the Hebrews in Egypt ;" yet adds, " The error, most cer- 
tainly, is not due to the sacred narrative." In translating the noble poem of 
Pentaur, a contemporary of Moses, the oldest heroic poem in the world, celebrat- 
ing the victory of Eameses II. (the Greek Sesostris) over the Khita, Dr. Brugsch 
says: " Throughout the poem the peculiar cast of thought of the Egyptian poet 
fourteen centuries before Christ shines out continually in all its fulness, and con- 
firms our opinion that the Mosaic language exhibits to us an exact counterpart of 
the Egyptian mode of speech. The whole substance of thought in minds living 
at the same time, and in society with each other, must needs have tended towards 
the same conception and form, even though the idea which the one had of God 
was essentially different from the views of the other concerning the nature of the 
Creator of all things." The perfect consistency of the story of Joseph with what 
the monuments and the papyri show of the history of Egypt in that period, the 
famine of which the monuments themselves have a record, and the character of 
the people at that time, is most strikingly shown. Like testimonies, though not 
so full, appear with reference to Abraham. In fact, a candid and careful reader 
of these volumes should find it very difllcult to believe that the books bearing the 
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name of Moses can have been written by any one save liimself , or at any other 
time than that very period to which they import to belong. 

If space would allow, we should be glad to present in full the theory of Dr. 
Brugsch with regard to the Exodus. His Discourse, at the end of the History, 
shows in statements made by himself that this subject was with him for years 
a special study. Three times he traversed the region indicated in the Scrip- 
ture narrative, carefully noting those uidications which might be of service in 
such an inquiry. The result is the conviction that interpreters have hitherto 
been quite at fault as to the line of march taken by the Hebrews, and as to 
the point at which their miraculous deliverance occurred. He does not think 
that the crossing took place at the head of the Gulf of Suez, as has so long 
been held; but that the march of the people as led by Moses, starting from a 
more northerly point, at the city of Eamses, near the borders of Goshen, hav- 
ing taken first a south-easterly direction, turned northward, after crossing the 
Pelusiac branch of the Nile at Pitom, passed Migdol, and continued northward 
until the MediteiTanean was reached. Between the Mediterranean and the Lake 
Serbonis, long known as " the Serbonian Bog," he shows that there was a pas- 
sage which under certain conditions was dry and safe, yet under others became 
exceedingly dangerous. Northerly winds brought the Mediterranean down upon 
this passage, covering it with raging waves, and sweeping whatever came in 
its way into the deep gulfs of the Serbonian lake. An easterly wind drove 
back the waters of the great sea, and left the passage clear. Along this road 
he conceives that the Hebrews passed, the " strong east wind " which the Lord 
gave, driving back the waters. When the Egyptians sought to follow them, 
the wind changed, " the sea returned to his strength, and the Lord overthrew " 
them. 

This theory of Dr. Brugsch has been much criticised, and there certainly are 
objections to it. His treatment of it, however, while deeply interesting, is rich 
in information concerning the geography of that part of lower Egypt, east of 
the Pelusiac Nile branch, where the Goshen of Israel lay, and that other dis- 
trict between the Pelusiac and Tinaitic branches, where lay the land of Succoth, 
and where Pharaoh's "treasure cities," Pitom and Ramses were built by the 
enslaved Israelites. It should seem that he holds his theory as to the miracle 
of the deliverance consistently, in his own mind, with a recognition of that 
special divine interposition which the Hebrews celebrated in their song of tri- 
umph. The theory does avoid some difficulties in the received interpretation, 
while it is true that divine power and purpose might work a miracle on the 
shore of the Mediterranean as easily as at the Gulf of Suez. Whether the Lake 
of Serbonis could be rightly understood as "the Red Sea," or any part of it, 
and whether this account as a whole meets the conditions of the Bible narra- 
tive, the readers of the Discourse are not as yet, all of them, by any means 
convinced. 

We have not brought this work to the attention of readers as a new one ; 
but with a view to recognize it as one of the foremost in value of recent con- 
tributions to those archseological studies in which just now so many are inter- 
ested. It is a book which one peruses with pleasure no less than with profit, the 
admirable narrative style of the original being so reproduced in the translation as 
to charm the reader's attention and hold it unwearied. J. A. Smith. 



